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that ''the Matids dwell on the banks of the Mihran, from the
boundary of Mult4n to the sea, and in the desert between
Mekran and Famhal (or Uraarkot). They have many cattle-
sheds and pasturages, and form a large population." Rashid-ud-
din1 locates them in Sindh at a still earlier period. According
to his account, Med and Zal> two descendants of Ham, the
son of Noah, were the progenitors of the people of Sindh prior
to the Mah&bhirata. The name is variously written as Mer,
Med, Mand, in all of which forms it is found even at the
present day. To these I would add Mind, which is the form
of the name given by Masudi,8 I have already identified this
people with the Medi and Mandrueni of the classical writers;
and as their name is found in northern India from the
beginning of the Christian era downwards, and not before that
time, I conclude that the M&ndrueni and latii of the Oxus,
who are coupled together by Pliny, must be the Sacae Indo-
Scythians, who occupied the Panjab and Sind, and who under
the name of Mands and Zuts of the early Muhammadan
authors, were in full possession of the valley of the Indus
towards the end of the seventh century,

To show that the various spellings of the name are but
natural modes of pronunciation, I can refer to the two large
maps of the Sb&hpur and Jhelam districts, which have been
published within the last few years by the Surveyor-General of
India. In the latter the name of a village on the Jhelam, 6
miles above JaUlpur, is spelt Merita, and in the former
Mandi&U. Abul Fazl calls the same place Merdi* while
Ferishta names it Meri&a, Lastly, Wriford's surveyor, Mogal
Beg, writes Mandy&la, which is also the form that I received
from two different persons, while in General Court's map it is
spelt Mdmriala.

1.    Reinaud, 'Fragments Arabes/ etc., p, 25.
2,    Sir H. M. Elliot, Muhammadan Historians of India/ Dowson's
edition, L 57.